Minutes of the Fimber Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall at 
7.30 pm to 8.30pm on Tuesday 14th October 2008

PRESENT: I. Smith (Chairman), G. Thompson (vice-Chairman), P. Leese, 

J. Megginson, M. Patterson, R. Lambert, M. Walker.

APOLOGIES: E. Lovatt
RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 
There were no residents in attendance.

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15th JULY 2008.
These had been viewed and validated by the Parish Councillors prior to the meeting. 

MATTERS ARISING.
RETENTION OF THE 135 BUS SERVICE
The Chairman reported that the ERYC had agreed to continue funding for this service.

The efforts of Councillors Leese and Walker in this matter were acknowledged. Residents are encouraged to make use of the service.
PERMISSIVE WALK AT WESTFIELD FARM, FIMBER

Councillor Thompson has spoken with Andrew Baxter and he was pleased to inform him that he intends to continue with a permissive footpath around Westfield Farm.
CLOSURE OF SLEDMERE FIRE STATION

The Parish Council noted with regret that the proposed closure of Sledmere Fire Station had been confirmed.

ROLE OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Parish Clerk has been informed that the query raised by the Audit Commission over the role of the Internal Auditor had been made in error. 
SPEED MONITORING

The Chairman reported that the ERYC had again declined to fund a further seven day speed monitoring exercise in the Village on the grounds of cost. 
After discussion the Parish Council agreed:
1)  that a formal request for speed activated signs to be erected in the Village should be submitted to the ERYC.









Action: Chairman

2)  that a letter should be written to the Humberside Police (Traffic Division) to urge a police presence in the Village during the morning and evening commute.










Action: Chairman

3) that the relevant PCSO from Driffield should be invited to the next Parish Council Meeting.










Action: Cllr. Walker

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH/POLICE & PARTNERS COMMUNITY FORUM

Cllr. Walker reported that there had been a Police ‘presence’ in the Village from time to time since the last meeting. 

The Parish Council noted that the PPCF on 1 September 2008 had been told that the police were to introduce the use of a ‘speed advisory board’ in villages from the end of September. 
Cllr. Walker is to request its deployment in Fimber as soon as practical.









Action: Cllr. Walker

ROYAL MAIL DELIVERIES
The Chairman has written twice to the Royal Mail to express the residents’ concern about erratic deliveries of mail. To date no response has been forthcoming.

VILLAGE TASK FORCE

The Parish Council expressed concern that the following items on the Schedule of Work had not been satisfactorily addressed:
1) Footpaths throughout the Village. The Parish Council notes that the ERYC are committed to refurbishing all Village footpaths but are concerned that no dates have been published.

2) Passing Place sign on Towthorpe Lane is required.
3) ‘Slow’ sign adjacent to 3 Burdale Lane is required.

The Parish Council has serious concerns regarding the condition of Towthorpe Road and the B1251 towards Sledmere from the roundabout, and it was agreed to refer these concerns to ERYC Highways.









Action: Parish Clerk
PLANNING MATTERS 
The Parish Council noted that the Planning Application 08/03062/PLF- Conversion of outbuildings to additional living accommodation at Friars Garth, Fimber – is still pending a decision.
No further Planning Applications have been received.

CORRESPONDENCE

In the absence of the Parish Clerk the Chairman made reference to some of the more pertinent correspondence that has been received since the last meeting.

1) A request from a Masters Degree student at the University of the West of England – Mr Owen Masters – to complete a questionnaire relating to his dissertation exploring the relationship between house building and service provision in rural areas. 

The Parish Council agreed to support this request.










Action: Parish Clerk

2) Confirmation from Barclays Bank that they have the postal address of the Parish Clerk and that statements will be sent to him.

3) A letter from ERYC (Head of Finance) relating to the Parish Council Precepts for 2009 / 10.


The Fimber Precept will be set at the January 2009 meeting.
ACCOUNTS
PAYMENTS
1) Driffield School Twilight bus: £50.00
2) npower – Street Lighting: £171.06

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES
	FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS

	

	CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCE AT 9 OCTOBER 2008: £627.13

	

	DEPOSIT ACCOUNT BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2008: £624.00

	


OTHER BUSINESS
APPROVAL PROCESS FOR PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

A revised format and approval process was discussed and agreed for future Parish Council Meeting Minutes.

1) Draft Minutes are to be distributed to Parish Councillors within three days of the

      meeting.

2)  Approved and final version of the Minutes to be posted on the Village Notice

      Boards within seven days of the meeting.
3)  Future Minutes will follow the format used here.
BUDGET CONFERENCE 2009 / 2010
The Chairman announced his intention attend the ERYC sponsored ‘Budget Conference’ to be held at Bridlington on 14 November.
FIRST AID TRAINING WITH THE RED CROSS

The Parish Council agreed that the Community Based First Aid training should be of interest to residents. The Chairman is to liaise with the relevant Red Cross advisors to determine the most appropriate way forward.










Action: Chairman

STATION HILL PARKING
The Parish Council has communicated its concerns to the Parish Clerk of Wetwang Parish Council regarding parking outside Thompsons Fish and Chip Shop which can block Station Road to agricultural vehicles. To date no response has been received.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
13 January 2009
